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THE PIPE MANAGER

By Lisa O’Neill
A dark and quirkily comic journey through bureaucratic insanity

Inspired performance artist, Lisa O’Neill has returned to the stage in her bewitching new theatrical work The Pipe Manager, which premiered at the Visy Theatre, Brisbane Powerhouse November, 2009.
Fresh from great critical acclaim in her La Boite Theatre performance of The Pineapple Queen, Lisa O’Neill’s new solo stage performance takes us on a satirical journey of discovery through a rich hybrid of movement, illustration, narration, light and sound.  

In a storybook corporate enterprise, The Pipe Manager has been directed by the shadowy and shady Board of Directors to offer up the impossible.  Take a perfectly good idea and turn it into something else.  It’s insane, it’s unhinged, it’s kookily frustrating, it’ll never work,…….it’s business.
This uniquely imaginative and inspiring dance/theatre work places the audience inside a live illustrated storybook - where the performer and characters journey their way through a foreboding landscape rich in symbolism and metaphor.  The Pipe Manager takes a satirical look at how we draw upon our powers of creation and invention in the struggle to maintain control over our destinies.

O’Neill has created and directed this new work in collaboration with writer Peter Berkahn, illustrator XTN, sound composer & designer Guy Webster, dramaturg Kathryn Kelly and lighting designer David Walters, assisted by video production company Jaxzyn, costume designer Glen Brown and artistic consultant Keith Armstrong. 

‘Those prepared to step and think outside the box should find The Pipe Manager somewhat a gem.’                                                                                                                   The Courier mail

 ‘Extraordinarily imaginative! Highly innovative! Deeply aesthetic. I was stunned and inspired by it.’                                                                                                                        Audience feedback

‘She remains, to our joy, a dancer on the edge of infinity.’
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BIOGRAPHY

Lisa O’Neill is a freelance performer, choreographer, performance director and teacher working extensively across forms in dance, theatre, contemporary performance and new-media based in Brisbane, Australia.

A multi-skilled artist, Lisa creates intensely engaging and crafted works informed by her rich and diverse arts practice. She has received numerous performance commissions, touring her solo and collaborative works nationally and internationally in Europe and Asia.

She is a founding and core member of the international new media company TRANSMUTE COLLECTIVE and is Co-Director of THE BRIDES OF FRANK performance group and business enterprise.

Lisa is a dedicated practitioner of the Suzuki Actor Training Method, having trained in the discipline since 1993 and from 1995 – 2007 worked as an actor with FRANK THEATRE. 
She is also Co-director and founder of the Advanced Diploma of Arts (Acting) course at Southbank Institute of Technology, having taught at the Institute since 2001.

Her tour-ready performance works include acclaimed solo dance pieces SWEET YETI and FUGU SAN; PIANISSIMO, a dance/musical theatre work co-created with Christine Johnston and THE PINEAPPLE QUEEN, a new theatre work premiered at La Boite. Lisa has also published an electronic graphic novel of The Pipe Manager through Playlab Press.
Artist Website: www.lisaoneill.com 
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