
The seeds of this piece were sown during the dying years of the Howard Government, at a time 
when we were continually being encouraged to feel anxious about everything – our personal 
safety, our country, our children, our future and our past. Despite the optimism that followed the 
end of that era (and the additional hope engendered by other significant events such as the Apol-
ogy to the Stolen Generations and the election of Obama in the US) we still seem to exist within an 
environment of uncertainty, quiet unease and insidious anxiety. 
 
In wanting to reflect this in “Performance Anxiety” (and in wanting to avoid the piece becoming a 
“thesis about a condition”), I have drawn on a quote by James Joyce – “Within the particular is 
contained the Universal” 
 
As a result, I have created four very specific and particular characters, each of whom shares a sense 
of anxiety despite the substantial differences in their circumstances. I present to you L’Amour, the 
Torch Singer; Limbo, the War Correspondent; Lunacy, the Orator; and Lachrymosa, the Stand-Up 
Comedian. Each of these personas is given the opportunity to take the stage in the Loser Bar to 
share their stories and their experiences.  
 
And in amongst them is a fifth character, another performer  whose name begins with an “L” - a 
mid-career artist who finds that performance anxiety has somehow snuck up on him………  
 
I’m excited to be presenting this piece at Brisbane Powerhouse in the year of their 10th Birthday 
celebrations, as it was BPH that commissioned my first major solo piece (“monster”) in 2000. They 
have remained a significant supporter of my work throughout the ensuing decade. 
 
I’ve also been incredibly lucky to be surrounded by such a strong and dynamic creative team – 
Brett, Andrew and Kieran – and I thank each of them for their support, energy and invaluable con-
tributions to “Performance Anxiety”.  Importantly, 2010 marks the twelfth year of my collaborative 
partnership with Brett, and I especially thank him for continuing to be such a central and important 
contributor to my creative practice. I’m also very indebted to Katherine Hoepper (at MAPS for Art-
ists) for keeping my stress levels at a workable minimum. 
 
It seems like a strange thing to say about a piece entitled “Performance Anxiety”, but sit back, relax 
and enjoy! Maybe a drink from the Loser Bar might help………  
 
Brian LucasBrian LucasBrian LucasBrian Lucas    
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