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boy girl wall

This is the story of Thom and Alethea. Two neighisan a West End apartment block, trying despeyatel
to keep their lives from falling apart. And thistlee story of the wall that stands between themy Wwas
decided they belong together. From the award-wmgneators ofAttack of the Attacking Attackersbmes

a tall tale of whimsy, imagination and architectalightenment, performed by Lucas Stibbard.

The Escapistss a collaboration of award-winning contemporangépendent theatre makers who value
strong stories and an aesthetic that remixes imadit approaches to theatre and performarides
Escapists are Brisbane theatre-makers Jonathon Oxlade, BatRyan, Lucas Stibbard and Neridah
Waters and any number of guest artists they waplay with. The roles within the group are fluidthwvi
decisions being made as democratically as possibte with deference to all collaborators’ levels of
experience pertaining to the area in quesfidre Escapistsoffer a highly stylised and hybridised form of
populist entertainment, drawing on an anarchiduaté to bring a startling and adventurous apprdach
theatre making. Contemporary, unique and exquishe, Escapistsaim to challenge prospective audiences
to “Rethink Theatre”. Working beyond the convensiaf the predominant text-based theatre, our aita is

produce adventurous high-quality performances thdy celebrate the imagination, theatricality, ahe
joy of play.
staging synopsis

A solo performer in a black space produces a péchalk from his pocket and proceeds to mark goédia

of small bed-sit apartments. He tells a story albbetoccupants of the two apartments, who theyrae,
they met and how they finally fell in love. When heeds an alarm clock, he draws one. When he reeeds
television, he draws it. When he needs to explae relationship between light and the ever-expandin
cosmos, he draws it. With minimal props, sock ptppa his feet and an overhead projector, the iarra
performs in first and third person, switching rdpithetween locations and characters both human and
inanimate, taking us through days of the week etmution of man, a 70s disco, the workplace fraati, h

demonic magpie attacks and cheese and pickle idchugatmares.

The black space begins with its corners, lines angderfections highlighted with chalk. A music
accompanist sits to the side, controlling soundscared performing music on a toy piano and xylophone
Lighting is extremely basic, the main trickery cowpifrom the overhead projector and a couple of
fluorescents. The joy dboy girl wall is derived from its basic and beautiful stage megphes, making it

ideal for almost any small space. Running timeQisninutes, no interval.
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reviews

boy girl wall premiered as part of Metro Arts’ Independents Seas August 1%, 20009.
Unfortunately, due to severe illness affecting LlsuStibbard, the season was cut short.

TIME OFF

From the creative team that brought last year'stilMiétilda Award-winning Attack of the Attacking
Attackers!Comesboy girl wall — a quirky tale about a boy a girl and the apartndock wall that decides
they belong together. Written by Brisbane perforcgamakers Matthew Ryan and Lucas Stibbbaay, girl

wall is, in effect, an ensemble comedy performed by mae with nothing but an overhead projector, a
sock puppet and piece of chalk. It's a wacky adufticture book performed live on stage, where sock

puppet sex, smutty language and animal crueltivengfull reign.

Co-writer Stibbard brings this pretence-free faoldife in one of the finest performances seen iisiigane
this year. In addition to narrating the piece, ley upwards of 40 characters including a hoshahimate
objects and temporal constructs. Fascinatinglytwwm characters are the same — a testament to 8tibba
impeccable abilities as a character actor and cayeigus. He injects unique personality into eadk,ro
human or otherwise, and though audience members r5@e the physical realisation of these characters
they invest in them 100 percent.

With boy girl wall, The Escapistsprove that you don’t need an enormous budgetrge least or a flashy
design to produce magical theatre. This is a simplely tale about two next-to-normal people teiddly
and imaginatively by one very gifted storytelleud® congratulations to Metro Arts for repeatedkirig
risks in allowing local creatives to play, andTthe Escapistsfor challenging audience expectatiobsy
girl wall offers an inspired and whimsical theatrical escapd a blissful reminder of the power of
imagination.

- Adam Brunes
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Take a stick of chalk, an over-head projector, mpty stage with an extremely talented actor andhane
the strange and hilarious stdygy girl wall. The imaginative Lucas Stibbard performs this orae: show
about a wall who thinks two apartment neighbouesraeant to be together. Thankfully however, theysto
involves a little more than just inanimate objgatsying match-maker, with Stibbard portraying tives of
Thom and Alethea and everyone else around thermb&@t excels in his first solo show, and with the
creative team of he Escapistsdelivered a hilariously different piece of theatdsing no more than chalk
and some clever lightingpoy girl wall highlights that set simplicity and talent alon@ gaovide a solid 75
minutes of entertainment. There is a crazed mutdenasagpie, cringe-worthy bosses, talking Tuesdays a
a whole lot more of interesting quirks that makethip production. Stibbard’s story-telling is anit@é and
descriptive as he acts out the many outlandishasimenthat isboy girl wall. This includes his explanation
of Alethea and the evil Montague road magpie witkilllng agenda. Stibbard created props as he nkede
them; door handles and alarm clocks were necesslhig could be formed in seconds with his stick of
chalk.

The Escapistsdescribe in the program that the show is “moreualioe little things” and a creative piece
that has “a minimalist approach to the design &edoerformance as a whol@he Escapistsvanted to see
how little they could use to create something malgiin experiment of new ideas and creative praxgss
included Matthew Ryan and Stibbard taking turnstimgi drafts of the script and the play succeeded in
delivering the magic they aimed to achieve. Theryglbowever belongs to Stibbard for his dynamic
performances of a children’s author with writeredi, an IT employee who has no idea what he agtuall
does, 7 days of the week, the floor, the ceilintpreely sock puppet and plenty more eccentric attara.
With a flick of his fringe he transformed from tlogiiet author Alethea to a gothic library worker who
turned a children’s story book into a frightenirngilter. His animated facial expressions, rangevaites
and body language showcased his flexibility, atiginis persona in a split second to play a widgeaof
characters in each scety girl wallis something different with a whole lot of imagdiioa and talent, by a
team of brave artists creating new boundaries edittle and succeeding brilliantly. Unfortunately doi@n
unforeseen medical emergency affecting performerakuStibbard, the season kafy girl wall has been
cancelled. However Metro Arts is currently workimgth The Escapistsabout the potential of a return
season of the show in the not-too-distant future.

- Kellie Scott
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STAGE DIARY

This theatrical offering comes from the same peopi® concocted the hilarious, anarclittack of the
Attacking AttackersAt the time | described the group, who call thelmssThe Escapists that's Jonathon
Oxlade, Matthew Ryan, Lucas Stibbard and Neridaltevgaas a Pythonesque partnership witGaon
Showconnection. The connections remain, oy girl wallis less Monty Python now, more Gooloucas
Stibbard, the man in this 75-minute one man show, prodwtedacters and voices — even for inanimate
objects — like a Peter Sellars or a Spike MilligaAnd like those ghosts of the past, told a rathigr story
involving those unlikely characters. In essencehiimmour is advanced undergraduate fun neatly adapte
an adult audience, and it works beautifully. Therapg night audience laughed at the jokes andstenhked

to the story.

But not only is it funny it is also a cleverly cradl piece that fits its many parts together likpgaaw
puzzle. | loved the “menu” on the stage wall thatlihat contained descriptions of the 23 mini eg&s, so

if it moves too fast, there is a quick reality cki¢a find out exactly where you are.

Thom is a man who works in IT. He is considereddyand efficient and yet when he called in but thesb
for an assessment he confesses to having no idaah&does or how he fits into the company’s stmact
This is after 10 years with the firm. In his flag twatches the stars searching for a super nova. ddex is
Alethea a children’s writer with writers block. Beten them is a wall, but it is no ordinary wallhds a

romantic heart and wants to bring the two lonelgnhaas together.

Stibbard plays this wall, along with the ceilingdatme oh so cool floor, in a very animated and eskiag
way. It is a very funny segment. But then so wasdtiack of the killer magpie, a story told by thse of
sketches thrown onto the wall via an old projeetod the various peculiar humans who flitted throtigh
tale — oh and the days of the week, each with their personality. Everybody in the audience kneacéy

what Friday was like!

All the segments are funny in varying degrees,naue funnier than the when the sock puppets weusen
There is no doubt they stole the show. Stibbardthadaudience in stitches when the erring, lonelks
puppet went to Sydney’s Kings Cross in search wé.ld tell you, after seeing this no man will el@ok at

a pair of socks in the same way again.
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This is the first time Stibbard has done a one-mslaow, but he showed how talented he is, holding the
audience in the palm of his hand with a gestulepk or a quick change of body language. He browght
through the story, using many sticks of chalk agiteav the set piece on floor and walls. And onocedus
these props were used again and expanded in aaeny way to move the storyline along. He needed to
wake up early, so when he alarm went off he dreshoek on the wall, so he could turn it off. He bgb

Alethea’s computer Dave to life just like he die thther inanimate objects.

It was, as the production company wanted it to foge escapist fun with no morality tale, no deep
psychoses (except maybe for the sock), no underlyiessages, just sheer unadulterated fun. It ddast
and furious and for once | can say that a shonvsgeavell worth the admission money.

boy girl wallis another success story in the Metro Arts Inddpats 2009 series.

The show was booked to run until August 29, but $hdden illness of Lucas Stibbard has forced its
premature close. But Metro Arts has promised thatli be back to complete its season as soon asiple.
Keep your eye open for the returntady girl wall and rush in for a ticket. It will be a hot item @it
returns.

- Eric Scott
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artists
KEITH CLARK -lights

After graduating from the University of Southerngguasland in 1998 Keith has worked for various venue
and companies, in the South-East region as atigtiachnician. Some of these companies are Queehsla
Ballet, Opera Queensland, Judith Wright Centre @fit€mporary Art and Empire Theatres Pty Ltd. These
positions have allowed for the designing of indefsert productions and impromptu designing for vasiou
touring artist's shows. Some of his previous designe, The Opposite of Prompfor Phluxus Dance
Collective with Brian Lucas in 2008uice for The Crash Collective in 2009 he Larmie Projectfor
Forward Movement in 2007The Machine that Carries the Soigr Phluxus Dance Collective in 2007,
Tarnishedfor La La Parlour in 2009, 2008 and 200&0d Consfor Claire Marshall in 200650uth Pacific
for Toowoomba Philharmonic Society in 2003 adsterpiecedor Alternate Productions in 1995. As well
these shows, Keith has lit many corporate everth as awards dinners, wedding receptions, confesenc
and corporate launches. During this time he has lad®n involved in the lighting design of buildirgsd
landscape for temporary events and permanent letsbals.

MATTHEW RYAN -script, realiser

Matthew’'s first play, So You Die a Little(co-written with Tony Brockman), was performed by
Pandemonium Theatre in 1998 and short-listed foeeQaland Theatre Company’s 1999 George Landen
Dann Award. His next playfThe Dance of Jeremiakvon the 2000 George Landen Dann Award and was
performed by Australian Theatre for Young Peopl@®0.The Dance of Jeremialvas produced by La
Boite Theatre Company as part of their 2005 seddmplay, Summer Wonderlandvas performed by La
Boite Theatre Company for their 2007 season amdiigently in development as a feature film with New
Holland Pictures, with Matthew as screenwritBummer Wonderlandnd The Dance of Jeremiatvere
published together by PlayLab Press in 2007. Mattwas co-creator and writer éttack of the Attacking
Attackers!which was performed at La Boite Theatre Compan30a8. Attack of the Attacking Attackers!
won the 2009 Matilda Award for Best New Australlfork. Matthew has written several works for young
people, including-ost Property Rules, The Tree House, Rules of Thamdllhe Wall.Matthew is a co-
founder of theatre-making grodjne Escapistsand is a workshop facilitator for Backbone YouthsA

LUCAS STIBBARD -story, script, realiser, solo perfo  rmer

Lucas graduated from the University of Southernépgand in 2000. Lucas’ theatre credits inclattack

of the Attacking AttackergindThe Danger AgéLa Boite Theatre Companyijlamlet(Queensland Theatre
Company/State Theatre Company South Austrdile)y RoyalMetro Arts/Straight Out Of Brisband)e
Died With a Felafel In His Han(Someone/La Boite Theatre Compariy Zag StreeNational Tour (La
Boite Theatre Companyitating Ice Cream With Your Eyes Clog€ieensland Theatre Company) and
The AlchemisandRichard Il National Tours (Queensland Theatre Company /Bedlk8speare). In 2004,
Lucas was the male Emerging Artist in Queenslanelalie Company’s Emerging Artist Program. In 2007,
Lucas received a Matilda Award for his performaitdlew Royal Lucas received critical acclaim for his
direction ofThe Laramie Projedior The Forward Movement and has also directedfaaititated projects
includingGrimm TalesandMasque of the Red Deafibr Queensland University of Technology. Lucas has
taught at The Aboriginal Center for the Performéags, Backbone Youth Arts and Queensland University
of Technology. In 2008 Lucas co-created and peréorrm the Matilda Award winningttack of the
Attacking Attackersat La Boite Theatre Company, and is a co-found@ihe Escapists This year, Lucas
looks forward to working with the Human Companyd&vise a new multi-media/discipline children’s show
calledThe Empty City working onRevenge of the Revenging Revenggrssequel téttack of the
Attacking Attackerg!and touring as stage-manager for the La La Palatlesque troupe as they tour their
showTarnishednationally and internationally.
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NERIDAH WATERS -music, realiser

Neridah graduated from the University of Westerdi@&y, Nepean and has trained with Frank Theatre,
specialising in the Suzuki Actor Method for 7 yeappearing irDoll 17 for the Brisbane Festival 2004,
RashamonGiselleandOedipus Neridah is a member of the La La Parlour trowpiegse showfarnished
has been performedt The Famous Spiegeltent for the Melbourne andladie Festivals, The Judith
Wright Centre, The Melbourne Comedy Festival, Theifuk Festival and recently appeared on ABC's
Sideshow. As a member of The Brides Of Frank, Néridas performed imill Death Do Us Partat the
Brisbane Powerhouse as well as performances aBfiebane Cabaret Festival, The Sydney Royal Easter
Show and The Adelaide Fringe Festival. She perfdrmeLa Boite Theatre CompanyThe Year Nick Mc
Gowan Came To Stayhe Dance Of Jeremialand co-created and performedAttack of the Attacking
Attackers!as well asJohnnofor The Brisbane Festival 2006, which toured tae Therby Playhouse in
England. She has choreographed for Queensland rén€aimpany’'sThe Venetian TwinsThe Cherry
Orchard The Glass Menageriand Away. Neridah regularly perform$he Kate Bush Trilogyvith co-
deviser Jonathon Oxlade. Neridah appeared in thé é@nedy serieBouble The Fis{AFI — best comedy
series). In 2009/2010, Neridah will tour with La Rarlour'sTarnished both nationally (Long Paddock and
NARPACA) and then throughout Europe (produced bydiae Visser).

SARAH WINTER -realiser

Sarah is a deviser, director and performance-makerently completing her Honours in Performance
Studies at QUT. She has assistant dire@&xp Violence Against Women Projectd Taboowith Anna
Yen. She has also assistant directed with Daniefa®geli inSeveral Words Associated with Reveagd
set designed and performedThe Logan ProjectHer self professed greatest achievement to date-
founding tilt collective in 2007 which has perforth&€he Lampshade Projeett Woodford Folk Festival,
2High Festival, Capillaries and featurddhe Asparagus Project / The Wedding Dress Projecthe
Brisbane Under the Radar Festival. Sarah showaasetb live art projecivhat You Do While I'm Sleeping
at Capillaries Festival and Exist Symposium of Lis¢. Between all this she is devising her Honquiesce
Coalescewith Tess Mallett, examining modes of audience agiegnent through visual theatre and
dramaturgy.
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