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boy girl wall 
 

This is the story of Thom and Alethea. Two neighbours in a West End apartment block, trying desperately 

to keep their lives from falling apart. And this is the story of the wall that stands between them, who has 

decided they belong together. From the award-winning creators of Attack of the Attacking Attackers! comes 

a tall tale of whimsy, imagination and architectural enlightenment, performed by Lucas Stibbard. 
 
The Escapists is a collaboration of award-winning contemporary independent theatre makers who value 

strong stories and an aesthetic that remixes traditional approaches to theatre and performance. The 

Escapists are Brisbane theatre-makers Jonathon Oxlade, Matthew Ryan, Lucas Stibbard and Neridah 

Waters and any number of guest artists they want to play with. The roles within the group are fluid with 

decisions being made as democratically as possible and with deference to all collaborators’ levels of 

experience pertaining to the area in question. The Escapists offer a highly stylised and hybridised form of 

populist entertainment, drawing on an anarchic attitude to bring a startling and adventurous approach to 

theatre making. Contemporary, unique and exquisite, The Escapists aim to challenge prospective audiences 

to “Rethink Theatre”. Working beyond the conventions of the predominant text-based theatre, our aim is to 

produce adventurous high-quality performances that truly celebrate the imagination, theatricality, and the 

joy of play.  

staging synopsis 
 
A solo performer in a black space produces a piece of chalk from his pocket and proceeds to mark out a pair 

of small bed-sit apartments. He tells a story about the occupants of the two apartments, who they are, how 

they met and how they finally fell in love. When he needs an alarm clock, he draws one. When he needs a 

television, he draws it. When he needs to explain the relationship between light and the ever-expanding 

cosmos, he draws it. With minimal props, sock puppets on his feet and an overhead projector, the Narrator 

performs in first and third person, switching rapidly between locations and characters both human and 

inanimate, taking us through days of the week, the evolution of man, a 70s disco, the workplace from hell, 

demonic magpie attacks and cheese and pickle induced nightmares. 

 

The black space begins with its corners, lines and imperfections highlighted with chalk. A music 

accompanist sits to the side, controlling sound cues and performing music on a toy piano and xylophone. 

Lighting is extremely basic, the main trickery coming from the overhead projector and a couple of 

fluorescents. The joy of boy girl wall is derived from its basic and beautiful stage techniques, making it 

ideal for almost any small space. Running time is 70 minutes, no interval. 
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reviews 
 

boy girl wall premiered as part of Metro Arts’ Independents Season on August 14th, 2009. 
Unfortunately, due to severe illness affecting Lucas Stibbard, the season was cut short. 

 
 

TIME OFF 
 

From the creative team that brought last year’s multi-Matilda Award-winning Attack of the Attacking 

Attackers! Comes boy girl wall – a quirky tale about a boy a girl and the apartment block wall that decides 

they belong together. Written by Brisbane performance makers Matthew Ryan and Lucas Stibbard, boy girl 

wall is, in effect, an ensemble comedy performed by one man with nothing but an overhead projector, a 

sock puppet and piece of chalk. It’s a wacky adult’s picture book performed live on stage, where sock 

puppet sex, smutty language and animal cruelty is given full reign. 

 

Co-writer Stibbard brings this pretence-free fable to life in one of the finest performances seen in Brisbane 

this year. In addition to narrating the piece, he plays upwards of 40 characters including a host of inanimate 

objects and temporal constructs. Fascinatingly, no two characters are the same – a testament to Stibbard’s 

impeccable abilities as a character actor and comic genius. He injects unique personality into each role, 

human or otherwise, and though audience members never see the physical realisation of these characters, 

they invest in them 100 percent. 

 

With boy girl wall, The Escapists prove that you don’t need an enormous budget, a large cast or a flashy 

design to produce magical theatre. This is a simple, lovely tale about two next-to-normal people told vividly 

and imaginatively by one very gifted storyteller. Huge congratulations to Metro Arts for repeatedly taking 

risks in allowing local creatives to play, and to The Escapists for challenging audience expectations. boy 

girl wall offers an inspired and whimsical theatrical escape and a blissful reminder of the power of 

imagination.  

- Adam Brunes 
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Take a stick of chalk, an over-head projector, an empty stage with an extremely talented actor and you have 

the strange and hilarious story boy girl wall. The imaginative Lucas Stibbard performs this one-man show 

about a wall who thinks two apartment neighbours are meant to be together. Thankfully however, the story 

involves a little more than just inanimate objects playing match-maker, with Stibbard portraying the lives of 

Thom and Alethea and everyone else around them. Stibbard excels in his first solo show, and with the 

creative team of The Escapists delivered a hilariously different piece of theatre. Using no more than chalk 

and some clever lighting, boy girl wall highlights that set simplicity and talent alone can provide a solid 75 

minutes of entertainment. There is a crazed murderous magpie, cringe-worthy bosses, talking Tuesdays and 

a whole lot more of interesting quirks that make up this production. Stibbard’s story-telling is animated and 

descriptive as he acts out the many outlandish scenarios that is boy girl wall. This includes his explanation 

of Alethea and the evil Montague road magpie with a killing agenda. Stibbard created props as he needed 

them; door handles and alarm clocks were necessities that could be formed in seconds with his stick of 

chalk.   

 

The Escapists describe in the program that the show is “more about the little things” and a creative piece 

that has “a minimalist approach to the design and the performance as a whole”. The Escapists wanted to see 

how little they could use to create something magical. An experiment of new ideas and creative processes, it 

included Matthew Ryan and Stibbard taking turns writing drafts of the script and the play succeeded in 

delivering the magic they aimed to achieve. The glory however belongs to Stibbard for his dynamic 

performances of a children’s author with writers block, an IT employee who has no idea what he actually 

does, 7 days of the week, the floor, the ceiling, a lonely sock puppet and plenty more eccentric characters. 

With a flick of his fringe he transformed from the quiet author Alethea to a gothic library worker who 

turned a children’s story book into a frightening thriller. His animated facial expressions, range of voices 

and body language showcased his flexibility, altering his persona in a split second to play a wide range of 

characters in each scene. boy girl wall is something different with a whole lot of imagination and talent, by a 

team of brave artists creating new boundaries of theatre and succeeding brilliantly. Unfortunately due to an 

unforeseen medical emergency affecting performer Lucas Stibbard, the season of boy girl wall has been 

cancelled. However Metro Arts is currently working with The Escapists about the potential of a return 

season of the show in the not-too-distant future. 

- Kellie Scott 
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STAGE DIARY 
 

This theatrical offering comes from the same people who concocted the hilarious, anarchic Attack of the 

Attacking Attackers. At the time I described the group, who call themselves The Escapists, that’s Jonathon 

Oxlade, Matthew Ryan, Lucas Stibbard and Neridah Waters as a Pythonesque partnership with a Goon 

Show connection.  The connections remain, but boy girl wall is less Monty Python now, more Goon.  Lucas 

Stibbard, the man in this 75-minute one man show, produced characters and voices – even for inanimate 

objects – like a Peter Sellars or a Spike Milligan. And like those ghosts of the past, told a rather silly story 

involving those unlikely characters. In essence the humour is advanced undergraduate fun neatly adapted to 

an adult audience, and it works beautifully. The opening night audience laughed at the jokes and yet listened 

to the story. 

 

But not only is it funny it is also a cleverly crafted piece that fits its many parts together like a jigsaw 

puzzle. I loved the “menu” on the stage wall that wall that contained descriptions of the 23 mini episodes, so 

if it moves too fast, there is a quick reality check to find out exactly where you are. 

 

Thom is a man who works in IT. He is considered good and efficient and yet when he called in but the boss 

for an assessment he confesses to having no idea what he does or how he fits into the company’s structure. 

This is after 10 years with the firm. In his flat he watches the stars searching for a super nova. Next door is 

Alethea a children’s writer with writers block. Between them is a wall, but it is no ordinary wall, it has a 

romantic heart and wants to bring the two lonely humans together. 

 

Stibbard plays this wall, along with the ceiling and the oh so cool floor, in a very animated and exhausting 

way. It is a very funny segment. But then so was the attack of the killer magpie, a story told by the use of 

sketches thrown onto the wall via an old projector and the various peculiar humans who flitted through the 

tale – oh and the days of the week, each with their own personality. Everybody in the audience knew exactly 

what Friday was like! 

 

All the segments are funny in varying degrees, but none funnier than the when the sock puppets were in use. 

There is no doubt they stole the show. Stibbard had the audience in stitches when the erring, lonely sock 

puppet went to Sydney’s Kings Cross in search of love. I tell you, after seeing this no man will ever look at 

a pair of socks in the same way again. 
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This is the first time Stibbard has done a one-man show, but he showed how talented he is, holding the 

audience in the palm of his hand with a gesture, a look or a quick change of body language. He brought us 

through the story, using many sticks of chalk as he drew the set piece on floor and walls. And once used 

these props were used again and expanded in a very canny way to move the storyline along. He needed to 

wake up early, so when he alarm went off he drew a clock on the wall, so he could turn it off. He brought 

Alethea’s computer Dave to life just like he did the other inanimate objects. 

 

It was, as the production company wanted it to be, pure escapist fun with no morality tale, no deep 

psychoses (except maybe for the sock), no underlying messages, just sheer unadulterated fun.  It flowed fast 

and furious and for once I can say that a short show is well worth the admission money. 

boy girl wall is another success story in the Metro Arts Independents 2009 series. 

 

The show was booked to run until August 29, but the sudden illness of Lucas Stibbard has forced its 

premature close. But Metro Arts has promised that it will be back to complete its season as soon as possible. 

Keep your eye open for the return of boy girl wall and rush in for a ticket. It will be a hot item when it 

returns. 

- Eric Scott   
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artists 
KEITH CLARK –lights  
 

After graduating from the University of Southern Queensland in 1998 Keith has worked for various venues 
and companies, in the South-East region as a lighting technician. Some of these companies are Queensland 
Ballet, Opera Queensland, Judith Wright Centre of Contemporary Art and Empire Theatres Pty Ltd. These 
positions have allowed for the designing of independent productions and impromptu designing for various 
touring artist’s shows. Some of his previous designs are, The Opposite of Prompt for Phluxus Dance 
Collective with Brian Lucas in 2008, Juice for The Crash Collective in 2008, The Larmie Project for 
Forward Movement in 2007, The Machine that Carries the Soul for Phluxus Dance Collective in 2007, 
Tarnished for La La Parlour in 2009, 2008 and 2006, Mod Cons for Claire Marshall in 2006, South Pacific 
for Toowoomba Philharmonic Society in 2003 and Masterpieces for Alternate Productions in 1995. As well 
these shows, Keith has lit many corporate events such as awards dinners, wedding receptions, conferences 
and corporate launches. During this time he has also been involved in the lighting design of buildings and 
landscape for temporary events and permanent installations. 
 
MATTHEW RYAN -script, realiser  
 

Matthew’s first play, So You Die a Little (co-written with Tony Brockman), was performed by 
Pandemonium Theatre in 1998 and short-listed for Queensland Theatre Company’s 1999 George Landen 
Dann Award. His next play, The Dance of Jeremiah, won the 2000 George Landen Dann Award and was 
performed by Australian Theatre for Young People in 2000. The Dance of Jeremiah was produced by La 
Boite Theatre Company as part of their 2005 season. His play, Summer Wonderland, was performed by La 
Boite Theatre Company for their 2007 season and is currently in development as a feature film with New 
Holland Pictures, with Matthew as screenwriter. Summer Wonderland and The Dance of Jeremiah were 
published together by PlayLab Press in 2007. Matthew was co-creator and writer of Attack of the Attacking 
Attackers! which was performed at La Boite Theatre Company in 2008. Attack of the Attacking Attackers! 
won the 2009 Matilda Award for Best New Australian Work. Matthew has written several works for young 
people, including Lost Property Rules, The Tree House, Rules of Thumb and The Wall. Matthew is a co-
founder of theatre-making group The Escapists and is a workshop facilitator for Backbone Youth Arts. 
 
LUCAS STIBBARD -story, script, realiser, solo perfo rmer  
 

Lucas graduated from the University of Southern Queensland in 2000. Lucas’ theatre credits include Attack 
of the Attacking Attackers! and The Danger Age (La Boite Theatre Company), Hamlet (Queensland Theatre 
Company/State Theatre Company South Australia), New Royal (Metro Arts/Straight Out Of Brisbane), He 
Died With a Felafel In His Hand (Someone/La Boite Theatre Company), Zig Zag Street National Tour (La 
Boite Theatre Company), Eating Ice Cream With Your Eyes Closed (Queensland Theatre Company) and 
The Alchemist and Richard III National Tours (Queensland Theatre Company /Bell Shakespeare). In 2004, 
Lucas was the male Emerging Artist in Queensland Theatre Company’s Emerging Artist Program. In 2007, 
Lucas received a Matilda Award for his performance in New Royal. Lucas received critical acclaim for his 
direction of The Laramie Project for The Forward Movement and has also directed and facilitated projects 
including Grimm Tales and Masque of the Red Death for Queensland University of Technology. Lucas has 
taught at The Aboriginal Center for the Performing Arts, Backbone Youth Arts and Queensland University 
of Technology. In 2008 Lucas co-created and performed in the Matilda Award winning Attack of the 
Attacking Attackers! at La Boite Theatre Company, and is a co-founder of The Escapists.  This year, Lucas 
looks forward to working with the Human Company to devise a new multi-media/discipline children’s show 
called The Empty City, working on Revenge of the Revenging Revengers! (a sequel to Attack of the 
Attacking Attackers!) and touring as stage-manager for the La La Parlour burlesque troupe as they tour their 
show Tarnished nationally and internationally. 
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NERIDAH WATERS -music, realiser  
 

Neridah graduated from the University of Western Sydney, Nepean and has trained with Frank Theatre, 
specialising in the Suzuki Actor Method for 7 years, appearing in Doll 17 for the Brisbane Festival 2004, 
Rashamon, Giselle and Oedipus. Neridah is a member of the La La Parlour troupe, whose show Tarnished 
has been performed at The Famous Spiegeltent for the Melbourne and Adelaide Festivals, The Judith 
Wright Centre, The Melbourne Comedy Festival, The Nutimuk Festival and recently appeared on ABC's 
Sideshow. As a member of The Brides Of Frank, Neridah has performed in Till Death Do Us Part at the 
Brisbane Powerhouse as well as performances at The Brisbane Cabaret Festival, The Sydney Royal Easter 
Show and The Adelaide Fringe Festival. She performed in La Boite Theatre Company’s The Year Nick Mc 
Gowan Came To Stay, The Dance Of Jeremiah, and co-created and performed in Attack of the Attacking 
Attackers! as well as Johnno for The Brisbane Festival 2006, which toured to The Derby Playhouse in 
England. She has choreographed for Queensland Theatre Company’s The Venetian Twins, The Cherry 
Orchard, The Glass Menagerie and Away. Neridah regularly performs The Kate Bush Trilogy with co-
deviser Jonathon Oxlade. Neridah appeared in the ABC comedy series Double The Fist (AFI – best comedy 
series). In 2009/2010, Neridah will tour with La La Parlour’s Tarnished, both nationally (Long Paddock and 
NARPACA) and then throughout Europe (produced by Hans De Visser). 
 
SARAH WINTER -realiser  
 

Sarah is a deviser, director and performance-maker currently completing her Honours in Performance 
Studies at QUT. She has assistant directed Stop Violence Against Women Project and Taboo with Anna 
Yen. She has also assistant directed with Daniel Santangeli in Several Words Associated with Revenge and 
set designed and performed in The Logan Project. Her self professed greatest achievement to date is co-
founding tilt collective in 2007 which has performed The Lampshade Project at Woodford Folk Festival, 
2High Festival, Capillaries and featured The Asparagus Project / The Wedding Dress Project in the 
Brisbane Under the Radar Festival. Sarah showcased a solo live art project What You Do While I'm Sleeping 
at Capillaries Festival and Exist Symposium of Live Art. Between all this she is devising her Honours piece 
Coalesce with Tess Mallett, examining modes of audience engagement through visual theatre and 
dramaturgy.  
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